
Douunbor 16, 1950. 

Dr. brn*r K. Yam, 
4l.l E-. 69 Street, 
Now xork 21, W.Y. 

AIrthough I am not l tirely alear on all the details, thee doer not 
occur to ~00 anything obviow, that would explain the i&ortility of your 
r>Pnt derivatlvoa. 1 am taking it for grahed that al.1 of tb stoakr in 
quw~tion have been thoroughly check4 for their other markare so that 
thora is no quortion of their K-12 derivation. I also ammmo that tha 
infaWA.lity is apparent whether or not pantothmata ia added to the 
lIlOdiU!L 

The two clear poasfbilitirs are a) that there ie a basic infertility, 
or b) that the eygotes or their mgMgants are inviable, particrulorlp 
on minimal agar. '!ha second possibility oould ba bated to SOW extant 
by conduMAng crosoa8 on the baria of diglg solaatioa on complete medium, 
a) is by no mans inprobable, but I can t see what useful approach oan 
be made,. except along rather obvious litis you have probably testid alraady. 

Re have run across highly infsr$ile (usually not aomp1otA.y otarila) 
atoaks from tim to tim, without any conaistont pattern to tham; nothing 
like your rapoat: 

One particular question: how gsnaral is #is phenomenon, i.e., how many 
disttit occurroncorit of pant- have been tostod in this way? 

Sincrrely, 

Joshua Ladarbmrg 


